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Where Are You? Genesis 3:9

A devotion for women by Stephanie Little

 “Where are you?” I screamed at the top of my lungs. I can still remember the frantic beating of my heart as I searched desperately for two of my five children in the middle of a giant corn maze. What began as a joyful day of Fall fun quickly turned into a horrible nightmare for a mom who had lost her children. Immediately, I had visions of some crazed man hiding in the corn stalks waiting to snatch my innocent little ones away as soon as they made a wrong turn. I searched and called out for what seemed like hours. They were nowhere to be found. “How could this have happened?” I asked my older daughter who was also searching for her siblings. I had turned for a moment to check on a little one when the middle two, brother and sister, decided to go on ahead their own way. They broke the rules and forged through the tall corn stalks to a creek on the outside of the maze. Fortunately, my mother saw them and took them to the barn to wait. I searched and searched, becoming increasingly anxious and frustrated. Finally, I found my way out , spotting the children with my mom at the top of the hill. Needless to say, Fall fun was over. I grabbed their hands and marched them to the car. No candy apples, no cider, definitely no ice cream. I was not happy; and the car ride back to town was miserable. I despise the thought of lost children and the heart wrenching feelings accompanying the search. If you’ve ever lost a child, even for a moment, I’m sure you can relate. 

When I think of those words, “Where are you?” my mind always goes back to the Garden of Eden, the place where God daily met with His children. We find God asking the question of His beloved ones in Genesis 3:9. To understand more fully, we have to take a look back at the previous verses. We explored verse 6  last time, but we’ll start there to help us see the whole picture: “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, ‘Where are you?’”
We saw how Eve’s sin caused her to feel guilt and shame. Instead of running to God, she chose to run away. Instead of hiding herself in the “shadow of [His] wings” as Psalm 17:8 describes the Father’s protection, she and Adam chose to hide in the shadow of His trees. Their reaction demonstrates how irrational we become when trying to cover our sin. They hid from the Creator in the very trees He created. God’s reaction to their sin and circumstances was an entirely different story. What did He do? God the Father, Who is the same yesterday, today and forever, did just that; He remained the same. The hearts of Adam and Eve had changed. His heart never did. Take a close look at verse 8: “And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.” Why did they hide? Because they knew God was coming. How did they know? Because He came as He had before. One meaning Hebrew word used for “walking” here is “continually.”Adam and Eve had a daily, ongoing time of fellowship with the Father flowing naturally from their relationship with Him. That fellowship was broken by their choice, their sin, not by anything God chose or did. He remained the same, walked the same path, going the same way. Adam and Eve decided to the opposite way, their own way in the garden much like my two children chose to go the opposite way in the corn maze. God, moving in His character and nature of holy consistency, came not like a frantic mom who has lost her children, but in the calm assurance of the Father Who knew right where they were all along. God created Adam and Eve for relationship with Him. Their sin severed that relationship. God’s seeking them in the Garden, asking, “Where are you?” reveals His heart of restoration. Throughout Scripture God asks the same question of His people, in trials and testing, through triumph and defeat, He calls out asking, “Where are you?” He calls to you and me as well, seeking restoration of holy fellowship with His believers. Have you heard Him call? What is your answer? May it always be, “Right here Father… Following Your path.” We never have to hide anywhere but in the safety of His arms.  
Take it to heart:
1) Read Psalm 139 and write down all God knows about you. Does His intimate knowledge of you bring comfort or fear? Pray about your heart response to this truth.
2) Take a long look at where you are in your spiritual walk with the Lord. If you heard God calling out to you asking, “Where are you?” how would you answer Him? 
3) Choose one verse from Psalm 139 and work on memorizing it this week. 
