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Bloom Where You are Planted…Psalm 37:3, Genesis 12:7
A devotion for women by Stephanie Little

“Bloom where you are planted”… That simple phrase seemed to pop up everywhere I went almost ten years ago. It was fitting because my life was totally uprooted as God transplanted my family to another state. Every time I read these words it seemed as though I was reminded life is not about the soil my feet are standing on, but about the field in which I’m planted. And when we stop focusing on the dirt under our feet, we begin to see the harvest all around us. (John 4:35) Ten years ago my feet were firmly planted in familiar soil with roots running deep. I lived with my family in a comfortable home, extended family nearby, precious godly friends and a thriving ministry through our church. Life was good. Then God began tilling the soil all around me. One day as I sat in my comfy spot for daily devotions, I wrote out a prayer of thanks for all of God’s provision and blessings in my life. I closed my prayer journal and went upstairs to find my husband on a business call; nothing unusual about that except for the look on his face. He hung up and suddenly I felt the ground shift and my carefully tended roots pull loose. Thankfully, from day one we knew the Master Gardener was in control of our transplant. In the year that followed, God gently bundled my roots, cared for my heart as a tender plant and carefully planted me and my family into a new field. There were painful times during the transition; but there was never a moment when I did not sense the Vinedresser tending His fruit. As we weathered the first year in our new spot I began to understand what it means to “Bloom where you are planted.” Although that phrase certainly cannot be found in Scripture, the principle of its meaning is found in multiple places. Psalm 37:3 is one: “Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.” God taught me to trust Him in new ways and for new things in my new “land”. Throughout the move and adjustment, I saw God at work in and around me daily. He strengthened my trust in vivid and unique ways. As He gave me new ministry opportunities, He showed me what it meant to do His good. As He allowed us to live in a rented house on a temporary consultant job position, He taught me how to dwell in Him. When I didn’t have the sweet taste of friendship or the feast of familiar church fellowship, He instructed me in feeding on His faithfulness. As God uprooted me, one refreshingly unexpected area of my life was the most transformed. In the midst of changing my physical state, God also changed my spiritual state. I began to sense my heart blooming. My heart began to worship God in a much deeper sense. I was thankful for the job loss, for the knowledge that He was the only One with a plan for our future, for the waiting, for the process He allowed us to go through to bring us to the place He had for us. I looked for Him each day in ways I never had before. There were certainly days when I struggled, thinking the grass was greener in my old field. But on those days, His Word reminded me I won’t find my delight in green grass; but in my Great God I’ll find “fullness of joy” and “pleasures forevermore.” (Psalm 16:11) 
Genesis 12 describes another of God’s transplanting transformations. Verse one says: “Now the LORD had said to Abram: ‘Get out of your country, from your family, and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you.’” With this command, God removes Abram from all that is familiar and sends him on a journey that will change his future and ours for all eternity. The journey of Abram is such a fascinating account of God’s faithfulness and His promise. I pray you’ll take the time to read about it in Genesis 12-15. As you read, I want you to see something very significant in the life of Abram. God not only changes his location; but He also changes his heart. Abram’s heart begins to bloom in worship. Note what he does in verse 7 of chapter 12. It says, “then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your descendants I will give this land.’ And there he built an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him.” Abram worshipped God in the midst of his journey. Continue reading on through chapter 15 and note how Abram worships God. Amazing. Take a look at your own life. Where are you right now? Are you growing comfortable with your roots deeply planted in the soil of your familiar garden or do you sense some pulling on those roots? Are you in the midst of a transplant? Or maybe you’re taking in the view of a brand new field. Wherever you are at the moment, you are always in the Presence of the Vinedresser, so raise your hands to Him and bloom where you are planted. 
Take it to heart:
1) Read Genesis 12-15. Write down each time you see Abram building an altar to the Lord. 
2) Record the promises made by God to Abram.

3) Take time to express your own heart of worship in written prayer to the Lord. 

