Week 1: 
Topic: The Missionary’s Call


Title: “Answer the Phone…God is Calling”
Scripture: Genesis 12:1-3
Grab Attention: Describe the way the following calls affect you emotionally. OR Ask: How do the following calls make you feel?

Calls from:


Old Friend You have not talked to in a while


SS Class member when you are sick


Telemarketer offering vacation deal of a lifetime

The call we most often dread getting is the call that comes in the middle of the night. It is not the fact that it wakes us from a restful nights sleep that bothers us, rather it is the truth that midnight calls never bring good news. Those calls change our lives. 

[Share a time when you or someone you know received a call bearing bad news in the middle of the night. Include the calls affects people’s lives.]
Those midnight calls change our lives because:


Their timing: We are in a complete state of stillness, undistracted by life.


Our Attention: We listen to every syllable of the voice on the other end.


Altering our Lives: We are willing to change our live to help those we love. 

Isn’t that exactly how it is when we hear God’s call? Many people will say they have never heard the call of God before. They will listen to missionaries share testimonies of how God called them to a foreign land, but cannot identify one single time in their lives when they experienced a call. 

[Lead your class to understand the circumstances most often surrounding the call of God]


Timing: We hear God’s call in a time of walking close to Him; in the stillness and quietness; undistracted by life.


Attention: We hear God’s call when we are listening for Him to speak to our hearts. How many times have we missed the call of God simply because our prayer time is filled with us talking and not listening?


Life Alteration: We hear God’s call when we are willing to change our lives at the sound of His call. Why would God call someone who is not willing to go?  

[Have a missionary share testimony here about hearing the call of God. If a missionary is not available use testimonies provided by the IMB on their web site.]

Ask: When is the last time you went to a quiet place, got alone with God, and cried out, “Lord, whatever you want to do with me, do it.” You may think that everything is going so well in your life, you do not need to pray a prayer like that. Sometimes we get so consumed and comfortable where we are, that we never see where He wants us to be. The missionaries on the field today can give testimony of being comfortable where they were, but it was not where God was calling them to be. 

When you pray a prayer like that God usually does not show you the entire picture, He just gives you one piece of the puzzle. He will not normally show you the entire race, but will lead you to the first step. Once you are faithful to take that first step, then He will make clear the second step and so forth. 

In Genesis 12, Abraham heard the call of God to take a step of faith. God did not paint a complete picture for Abraham, but showed him the first step to take. 

[Read Genesis 12:1-3; Pray that members in your class, through this lesson, will begin seeking God’s direction for their lives and hear the call. Pray that God will rise up laborers from your class to go to the mission field that is white unto harvest.]

We will answer the question, “What is the Call of God?”
I. A Call to Separate from Familiarity (vs. 1a)

Explanation: 

“Lord had said to Abram”- Without reading into the text we can deduce that Abram had been in a time of prayer, listening to God speak to his heart. 

[Emphasis to your class that God has a special plan for each of their lives and the importance of spending time in quiet prayer, allowing God to speak His will to our hearts.] 

God calls Abram to separate from the 3 most important treasures in his life. If you were to go back in time and ask Abram what was most valuable to him, he would have listed these three things. 

1. God Called Abram to separate from what was Familiar

a. “Country” – land of birth

i. UR- important city of wealth, commerce and trade; 300-400K residents. Center of culture and arts. 

ii. Place where Abram was known and respected; he was comfortable there; it was home

b. “Get out”- God called him to leave this place that was so familiar

c. [Discuss your home town and how you felt when you had to leave it]

d. Ask: What would you experience if you were called to a foreign country.]

2. God Called Abram to separate from his Family

a. “Family”- In Abram’s day family was vital to survival; Your family served as Doctor; Police; Security Patrol. 

b. “From”- God called him to leave what made him feel safe.

c. [Describe a time when you were separated from your family and how it made you feel; maybe as a kid at camp.]

3. God Called Abram to separate from his Future

a. “Father’s House”- In Abram’s day men followed in their father’s footsteps. Most often, if your father were a farmer, you would be a farmer; if your father were a carpenter, you would be a carpenter. 

b. “From”- God called him to leave his certainty of a sure financial future.

Many of the people in your class may be wondering why God would call someone to leave all that behind. Part of the reason is that before we can be useful in serving the Lord we must first learn to totally trust in Him.  Some will say that this call was in the OT and is not how God operates today. Jesus issued the same command to all who would follow him in Matthew 10:37. 

Application:

Ask: What step is God calling you to take? Remind them that timing, attention, and willing to alter their lives are keys to hearing God’s call. Emphasize that God not only has a plan for their lives, but for their family as well. Challenge each member of your class to not only pray individually for God’s direction, but to pray as a family for God to reveal what ministry He is calling them to together. A great resource is “Discovering God’s Mission for your Family: 21 Days of devotions for missions-minded growth.” Available through the IMB. 

II. A Call to Step Firmly on Faith (vs. 1b)

Explanation:
Throughout scripture and in the lives of God’s called out ones today we see a common theme of faith. Those serving around the world today took steps of faith to be able to impact unreached people. Some of them stepped away from careers, some left mom and dad, others began their journey preparing for ministry, but not knowing where they would end up. So, too was the call of Abram. He did not know where he would end up. God simply told Abram to start walking. 

1. Abram’s step of faith was to a land

a. “To a Land”-This was God entering into a covenant with Abram, which included the promise of a land for all his descendants to dwell. It was the promise of a “Promised Land”

b. “a”- Abram’s step of faith came in that he did not know what land he was being called to. God did not show him the land or even describe it here, but simply told him it was there. 

2. Abram’s step of faith was to trust God

a. “will show you”- Abram had to trust that once he started walking, God would show him the way. 

b. Ask: what would go through your mind if God were to give you a call like this? 

c. [Share a time when you followed God’s call without being sure of the outcome. (OR) Pre-enlist a class member to share a time when they followed God’s call by faith]

Application: 

Abram had to launch out on a venture of faith. He was to leave home to go to an unknown land, with unknown people. So too is the call to all missionaries around the world. Our faithful missionaries step out on faith, answering the call of God, and go to people whom otherwise have no opportunity to hear the gospel. They leave the security of homes to go to places where the comforts we experience are not available. They leave friends to go to places where coffee shop conversations are replaced by tree stump talks. Most of our missionaries began their journey of reaching people by saying, “Lord, we don’t know how all this is going to work out, but we sense your call, so we will take the first step.” Ask again: What is the first step God is calling you to take? 

III. A Call the Satisfies the Future (vs. 2-3)

Explanation:
Along with the call to Abram, God promised him seven blessings. He did not give Abram reasons or explanations for the call, but provided the assurance of blessings that Abram would have to accept by faith. Notice that each of these blessings would have squelched any objection Abram could have had for following God’s call. Relay to class the message that when God call’s, He supplies all the resources of heaven needed for us to be successful in His mission. 

Let us examine the 7 blessings promised by God as Abram began this journey of faith:

1. “great nation”-

a. Faith: Abram was 75 years old and had no children. He had to trust God’s promise to produce a great nation through him.

b. Blessing: The small family, God was calling Abram to leave behind would be replaced by a mighty nation (Israel). 

2. “bless you”-

a. Faith: Abram had to trust, God would intervene in his life as he took this step of faith.

b. Blessing: This phrase carries with it the connotation that Abram would see blessings in his lifetime. Although he certainly did not see the complete fulfillment of all the blessings, he did see the intervention of God in his life and was blessed. 

3. “name great”

a. Faith: Abram was walking away from a place where his reputation was known and was being called to trust that God would increase his influence.

b. Blessing: Abram would be the influencer of all the generations to come.

4. “be a blessing”

a. Faith: God was calling Abram to leave his security of a financial future behind. Abram had to trust that God would provide for his basic needs. 

b. Blessing: God would not only provide for the basic needs of Abram, but would bless him to the point that he would be able to bless others. 

c. THIS IS THE BEGINNING OF THE MISSIONARY MANDATE: ALL WHO ARE BLESSED ARE CALLED TO BE A BLESSING.

5&6. “bless who bless…curse who curse”

a. Faith: Abram was being called to leave the security of his family, and had to trust that God would take care of him.

b. Blessing: It would be known throughout the world that God is the protector of the descendants of Abram.

7.   “families of earth…blessed”- 

a. Faith: Abram was leaving a place where he had influence to go to a place where he would be unknown, and had to trust that God would use him.

b. Blessing: Through Abram would come Israel out of which came the Christ. All who call on the name of the Lord will be saved.

Application:

Ask the class to list on a piece of paper reasons that would come to their mind for not going to the mission field if God called. After a couple of minutes ask, “which one of those reasons is too great for God to overcome.”? Guide your class through a prayer seeking God’s call on their lives and challenge them to take the first step of faith, God calls them to.

Closing Illustration: 

Before Neil Armstrong stepped out of Apollo 11’s lunar landing module on July 20, 1969, he prepared some memorable words for the historic occasion. However, in the excitement of the moment he flubbed his line. What Armstrong meant to say was, “That’s one small step for A man; one giant leap for mankind.” Armstrong left out the article ‘A’ making his statement seemingly repetitive contrasting a small step of mankind with a larger step of mankind. 

He had the right idea. Is intention was to present the idea that a seemingly insignificant act (one step) of a man, was going to have an enormous impact on all mankind. That is the exact attitude we as believers should have when seeking God’s call. What may seem to be a small, insignificant step, may just be a step in a long line of steps that God will use to impact a city or a nation for Christ. One step may just encourage the next great missionary to China to take their first step. A single step of faith may be all it takes to spark a fire in a home, church, community or country. Ask: What one small step is God asking you to take? 

